The following statement was issued today by the
six chiefs of the Wolastoqey Nation in New Brunswick:
(For immediate release)
We are deeply disappointed by the Government of New Brunswick’s (GNB) new policy on territorial land
acknowledgment.
The policy, which forbids GNB staff from issuing territorial or title acknowledgments, is purported to be in
partial response to the Wolastoqey title claim. We were forced to file a title claim because our rights continue
to be ignored by GNB. Now, in response to this, the Province seeks to further trample our rights and erase us
from the history of this province.
We have unceded Aboriginal title in the province of New Brunswick. That is a historical fact that the provincial
government is simply going to have to come to terms with as representatives of the Crown here in New
Brunswick. The Wolastoqey Nation is not seeking the return of all of the land in its traditional territory through
the title claim. We made it very clear when giving the Crown notice of our claim in October 2020 that we were
not looking to displace homeowners in New Brunswick.
Rather than acknowledging the historical truth of lands within New Brunswick, GNB is issuing a gag order
against its employees to stop them from speaking the truth as well. It is obvious to any rational thinkers that
this prohibition is disrespectful to First Nations people. But beyond the obvious, the memo is clearly a scare
tactic and speaks to an underbelly of censorship that is now on full display at GNB.
We have been very vocal in recent years about the growing disrespect of First Nations people by the
government led by Blaine Higgs. His disdain for our people bears out in the government’s refusal to conduct a
public inquiry into systemic racism, his shredding of our tax agreements, his aversion to implementing any of
the 94 Calls to Action of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, his unilateral decision making without any
Indigenous input, and his general confrontational attitude toward Nation-to-Nation negotiations.
Provincial governments across Canada continue to outpace New Brunswick on every front when it comes to
Indigenous relations. Every other province in Canada understands that working with Indigenous communities
will only work to further us as a society and is good for the Canadian economy. Higgs seems to be stuck in the
dark ages. GNB should be finding ways to work with us, so that we can move forward on a Nation-to-Nation
basis, instead of continuing to find ways to work against us. The messaging found in this new policy is such a
massive step backwards in building a positive relationship.
While we expect this type of action from Blaine Higgs, we know New Brunswickers at large don’t agree
with this Premier’s treatment of Indigenous communities. With that in mind, we encourage everyone to
continue acknowledging unceded and unsurrendered territory using any wording see fit. We thank those
of you that have already indicated that you will do so and look forward to working together.

